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Southampton, after becoming a member of the London Virginia
Council in 1609, had, by the end of ten years, come to share witji
his friend Sandys the full control of it. In 1620 he was chosen
Treasurer of the Company without opposition, when it may still
have been hoped that he would be of great assistance in inducing
the King to lend ear to the desires or complaints of the Council.
But at that time the conflicts between the King and the political
party to which Southampton and his friends belonged were growing
more and more bitter, and it was against the royal wish that he was
re-elected Treasurer in 1624, the year of his death and that of the
annulment of the Virginian Charter.
With Southampton there cooperated in the Council of the
Company two other noblemen whose names have an indelible con-
nexion with that of Shakespeare. Of the brothers William and
Philip Herbert, successively /Earls of Pembroke, the former had
served under Essex at Cadiz, but, unlike Southampton, took no part
in the rising of 1601. He was much interested in Virginian affairs,
and in 1620 (when both the brothers also joined the New England
Company) patented not less than 30,000 acres in Virginia, which the
elder undertook to fill with emigrants and cattle. The younger,
known before his brother's death as Earl of Montgomery, whose
course of action, whether it be called politic or selfish, in the Civil
War times drew down upon him the furious hatred of the Cavaliers,1
was likewise a member of the Virginian Council, and, so late as 1643,
when he had definitively thrown in his lot with the adversaries of the
Crown, was one of the Commissioners appointed for the government
of the Plantation. The brothers1 patronage of Shakespeare and -of
his friends and colleagues, as evinced by the dedication to them of
the First Folio, and by the reference in that Dedication, to the
5 likingsn they had expressed for the ' severall parts when they were
acted', and to the ' indulgence "* they had shown to their author, of
course invest their names with high literary interest. At the same
time, the theory that William Herbert was the *begetter' of the
Sonnets may be regarded as extinct, and it should be noted that his
official relations with Shakespeare did not'begin till 1615, when he
was appointed Lord Chamberlain ; so that the patronage of the
brothers was, almost certainly, of an essentially private nature. We
know that, at the turn of the century, Pembroke resided in a
mansion near to Blackfriars, and that he was the patron of other
1 Cf, the grossly satirical Last Will and Testament of the Earl of Pembroke,
printed in the posthumous works of Mr. Samuel Butler, Vol. II, London, 1715,
but, so far as I am aware, of doubtful authorship.